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Practical vascular surgery is another in the series of 
textbooks based on the annual postgraduate course 
offered by the division of vascular surgery at Northwestern 
University. As such, the textbook is essentially a syllabus 
from that course. 
The text is readable and provides a good deal of use-
ful information for the practicing vascular surgeon. 
However, the textbook suffers from the lack of a general 
theme. The book is neither a comprehensive review of vas-
cular surgery nor a detailed discussion of any particular 
topic. The topics covered are random, and the chapters are 
inconsistent in organization and content. 
The editors assembled an eclectic array of contributing 
authors. These include leaders in academic vascular surgery, 
junior academic vascular surgeons, vascular surgeons in pri-
vate practice, and non-surgeons. This wide array of contrib-
utors is one of the major strengths of the book. 
The book is divided into nine sections, each containing 
3 to 8 chapters. The sections include the practice ofvascu-
lar surgery in a changing environment, application of the 
noninvasive vascular laboratory, preoperative evaluation, 
cerebral vascular ischemia, surgery of the aorta and its 
branches, infrainguinal arterial occlusive disease, nonoper-
ative management of vascular problems, trauma surgery, 
and venous disease. Within each of these broad sections, 
specific topics are covered. It is not clear how individual 
topics were selected for inclusion within the textbook. 
Some of the chapters are well referenced and based on firm 
data. Others are discussions of the authors' personal expe-
rience. There is some redundancy within the textbook. 
There are two chapters on critical pathways for carotid 
endarterectomy, and two chapters on the cost effectiveness 
of carotid endarterectomy. 
Many of the chapters provide specific, detailed practice 
guidelines for the vascular surgeon. The chapter on preop-
erative duplex scan assessment to increase use of autogenous 
arteriovenous fistulas for dialysis access is informative and 
makes a compelling argument for this technique. The chap-
ter on postoperative duplex scan surveillance provides 
detailed information with good treatment algorithms. The 
chapter dealing with the patients with combined coronary 
and carotid artery disease is a well-documented and coher-
ent discussion of a complex issue. There is a detailed review 
of current techniques in the treatment of thoracoabdominal 
aortic aneurysms. There is an interesting chapter included 
on the nonoperative management of femoropopliteal artery 
occlusive disease that provides a perspective that is seldom 
emphasized in the vascular surgical literature. However, it is 
interesting that this chapter is not included in the section on 
nonoperative management of vascular problems. There is an 
excellent description of the innovative treatment of femoral 
pseudoaneurysms with injection of thrombin. The review 
on the treatment of carotid trauma provides an excellent 
summary of a controversial topic. The update on the out-
patient treatment of deep vein thrombosis provides a good 
review of the various heparin fractions now available for 
therapeutic use. The longest section in the textbook 
addresses venous disorders, with extensive practical recom-
mendations for this frequently overlooked but extremely 
common problem. 
In general, this book provides a large amount of inter-
esting and useful information to the practicing vascular 
surgeon. However, the broad range of topics addressed 
makes categorization of the book difficult. This book is 
not directed at the surgical trainee or the individual inter-
ested in a comprehensive review. Rather, it is directed 
toward the practicing vascular surgeon who is interested in 
practical recommendations regarding a large variety of 
problems seen in clinical practice. 
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The second edition of this definitive textbook on venous 
disorders is most welcome. The first, which appeared more 
than 10 years ago, has served as a rich resource. This review-
er treasures the personal note added by the senior author as 
he sent an early volume from England to me in the colonies. 
The date on that note was July 1988, and one can see that 
much has transpired since in our understanding of venous 
dysfunction. It is sad to note the passing of pioneer phlebo-
grapher, coeditor of the first edition, Michael Lea Thomas, 
to whom this second edition is dedicated. There was no ded-
ication in the first edition, only an acknowledgment that 
giants in vascular physiology had contributed intellectual 
stimulation to the primary authors. Among those named 
were John Shepherd, John Kinmouth, and Frank Cockett. 
In this new second edition, the senior authors are 
joined by Allen Irvine, a radiologist from the St Thomas' 
Hospitals, and Nicholas Wilson, a vascular surgeon from 
Winchester. Wilson is given credit for revision of various 
chapters, and one notes the expansion of references in 
many of these. Irvine contributes information on ultra-
sonic diagnosis because much of this has accumulated dur-
ing the 10 years since the production of the first edition. 
This new volume is larger in format, thicker in num-
ber of pages, and heavier in hand. It is richly embellished 
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